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Dear Editor,

We submit the Case Report: Steroids and antivirals for HBV reactivation in onco-haematologic patients.

Authors: Alfredo Marzano, Andrea Marengo, Michela di Fonzo, Paola Begini, Antonella Ferrari, Bruno Monarca, Gianfranco delle Fave, Massimo Marignani

Patients with inactive or occult hepatitis B virus infection and onco-hematological malignancies (OHM) are at risk for hepatitis flare, hepatic failure and death due to chemotherapy-mediated reactivation. Nucleot(s)ide analogues can reduce reactivation risks. However, immuno-mediated phenomena concur to determine liver damage extent and clinical outcome. Unfortunately, cases of reactivation in which, even in the presence of an adequate control of viral replication, the disease process proceeds unopposed and determines the death of the patient do occur.

We describe two patients with OHM and HBV reactivation after chemotherapy in whom glucocorticoids (GC) were added to NUC. Analogues controlled replication, while GC managed hyperergic response. The patient without underlying liver disease survived, while the other died. Autopsy detected cirrhosis, not evident at presentation.

With our observations we further stress the relevance of the indications provided by the AISF guidelines published in DLD regarding the management of HBV positive immuno-compromised patients, mandating the screening of patients with OHM candidates to receive chemotherapy. Our report suggest the potential use of sequential NUC and GC  for HBV reactivations in which the disease process is not controlled by NUC alone. Prognosis however is strongly influenced by underlying liver disease status, and to the timely consideration of GC as a therapeutic option.

We believe that our observations is important, potentially providing useful information to the hematologist and hepatologists/gastroenterologists involved in the management of these difficult patients. 

By submitting the manuscript for publication, each author acknowledges having made a substantial contribution in the conception and design of the study, analysis and interpretation of the results, writing of the paper. The paper has been approved in its final submitted version by each author. 
The content of the manuscript is original. It has not been previously published or accepted, either in whole or in part, in any form. No part of the manuscript is currently under consideration for publication elsewhere. The manuscript has been approved by all Authors and in case of acceptance the copyright will be transferred to the Mediterranean Journal of Hematology and Infectious Diseases.
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